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Introduction 

 
This document provides Gray Academy of Jewish Education staff and families with important 
information pertaining to the limited use of school facilities as part of Manitoba’s Restoring 
Safe Services Phase 2 guidelines. The information contained herein is valid as of the date of 
publication (June 4, 2020). As the situation with COVID-19 continues to evolve, this information 
will be amended and/or revised in future and as needed. 
 
The mental health, physical health and safety of our entire school community has always been 
our priority. While remote learning will remain in place for the duration of the school year 
through Gray Away, we are excited to invite staff and students back to their “home away from 
home”. Throughout June, one program opportunity is scheduled for each grade to give 
students a meaningful visit in school with their teachers and peers within public health 
guidelines. These programs are voluntary for students. Our goal is to ensure families, staff and 
students feel safe and supported. When students come to school, they will be briefed on all 
protocols using age appropriate methodologies. Teachers will also have an opportunity to 
provide students with an orientation during a live class prior to the visit. 
 
The information in this document includes an overview of the guidelines and protocols that are 
in place at Gray Academy in keeping with Manitoba’s Chief Public Health Officer, Manitoba 
Health, and Manitoba Education. 
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Limited School Facility Use  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Classroom learning in Manitoba will remain suspended for the remainder of the school 
year. However, schools are now open for staff and specific programs. Students will be 
able to meet with teachers for programming and for the purpose of assessment and 
planning for the resumption of school in the Fall. Gray Academy follows all public health 
requirements for limited use of school facilities. 
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Screening 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Self-Screening: 
As per guidance issued by the Chief Public Health Officer, the only screening practices that (as 
of date of this publication) remain in effect are the self-screening criteria for staff, students and 
visitors, as shown in the poster above. 
 
Staff: 
As per the Limited Use of School Facilities Guidelines, staff must conduct a self-screen each day 
prior to entry into the school. 
 
Students: 
Parents/Guardians are responsible to screen their child(ren) prior to bringing them to school. 
The poster above is posted on all entrances to the school and is contained in this document. 
These guidelines must be used when screening your child. 

 
Parent and Visitor Access by Appointment Only: 
Access to the school building for parents and visitors is by appointment only. Prior to entering 
the building for an appointment, an individual must complete the online screening tool located 
on the Gray Academy website no earlier than the morning of the appointment. Parent fobs are 
inactive at this time.  
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Staying Home When Sick: 
Students and staff must stay home if they are ill. If an individual becomes ill during the school 
day, they will be isolated in the back of the school office and given a mask. Students will not be 
left alone and will have a staff member present (wearing a mask) until a parent arrives to take 
their child home.  

 
Physical Distancing  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Physical Distancing: 
Manitoba Public Health advises that one of the key tools to slow the spread of COVID-19 is to 
increase the physical space (distance) between people. Students and staff are expected to 
maintain a two-meter distance from each other.  

 

Room Occupancy: 
Rooms have been measured to calculate the maximum occupancy per room based on physical 
distancing of two metres/six feet, with no more than 25 per room. 
 
Group Size Indoors: 
Schools may have one group of up to 25 students in separate areas of the building (e.g. per 
floor/per wing) and if there are multiple groups of 25 in different areas of the school, they will 
be separate from one another throughout the day. Staggered drop-off and pick up times will be 
used to avoid congestion between groups, at drop off and pick up times.  
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Group Size Outdoors: 
Up to 50 people are permitted outside, while maintaining the physical distancing protocols.  
 
Hallway Traffic: 
Traffic flow in the school will be indicated with arrows on stairwells and in hallways using signs 
on the walls and floors. Staircases are now designated either up or down. 
 
School Entrances and Exits Only: 
To maintain physical distancing, staff and students may enter and exit the school using the 
outside school doors only. At the present time, students and staff may not enter through the 
main AJCC entrance. 

 
Hand Hygiene 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Regular Hand Hygiene: 
One of the best measures to protect against transmission is regular washing of hands. Time for 
handwashing will be built into programming to ensure students follow the proper hand hygiene 
guidelines. This will include regular reminders of proper handwashing protocols. Signage is 
visible at handwashing stations throughout the school as reminders.  
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Proper Handwashing: 
Students and staff should frequently wash their hands with soap and water for at least 20 
seconds at the following times. While these protocols are always in place, extra diligence is 
required at this time. 

• At the start of the day and before going home 

• Before and after eating 

• After going to the washroom 

• After getting hands dirty 

• After wiping their nose or handling dirty tissue 

• After coughing, sneezing or blowing nose (Staff or students with these symptoms are 
not permitted in the school. However, we are aware that students may cough or sneeze 
due to seasonal allergies or coming into contact with an irritant). 

• After cleaning a surface 
 
Hand Sanitization: 
Sanitization stations are also available at all entrances to the building. While handwashing with 
soap and water is the recommended method for washing hands, sanitizer is available as well. 

 
Cleaning and Sanitizing  

 
Cleaning and Sanitizing: 
Cleaning and sanitizing are part of a broad approach to preventing infectious diseases in 
schools. When the school building closed on March 17, a thorough cleaning and sanitization 
was undertaken in every classroom, hallway, and all common spaces.  
 
Regular Cleaning and Sanitization: 
Washrooms and surfaces that are touched regularly (door handles, switches, faucets, handrails, 
etc.) are cleaned several times a day and all rooms will be cleaned daily. If a room is being used 
for more than one group in a given day, it will be sanitized between groups. 
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Personal Protective Equipment 
 

PPE: 
Public Health does not require students and staff to wear masks or other personal protective 
equipment. However, the use of non-medical masks is permitted if desired. The best way to 
protect against transmission is to regularly wash hands, practice physical distancing and staying 
home when ill.  
 
Availability of PPE for Staff: 
Staff members have been provided with PPE (masks and gloves) to use when there is a need 
(when physical distancing cannot be adhered to – i.e. a student has been injured).  
 

 
Water Fountains 

Bottle Filler Use Only: 
The water fountains in the school have both a fountain for drinking directly from the tap and a 
touchless bottle filler. Provincial guidelines only permit the use of the bottle filler to refill 
bottles. Students are asked to come to school with a filled bottle of water. The bottle filler on 
the water fountain will be cleaned regularly throughout the day.  

 
 

Play Structures 
 

Play Structures Open: 
Play structures throughout the province were re-opened as part of Phase 1 of the province’s 
Restoring Safe Services guidelines and have been deemed to be “low risk”, in terms of 
transmission of the COVID-19 virus via community use of such infrastructure.  
 
Protocols for Using Play Structure: 
As the AJCC cannot guarantee the sanitization of the structures on a regular basis, hand 
washing/sanitization will take place before and after any use while at school. Children and 
adults still need to maintain physical distance of at least 2 meters from others.  
 
After Hours Use: 
Families who choose to use the play structure at other times are reminded to bring their own 
hand sanitizer for before and after play. 
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Outdoor Gatherings 
 
Outdoor Gathering Limit: 
The provincial guidelines permit up to 50 people for outdoor gatherings, while maintaining 
physical distancing of 2 meters, except for brief exchanges. Self-screening is still required for 
any programs that are outdoors, and participants must stay home if they are feeling sick or 
symptomatic.  
 
Drive-In Events: 
Drive-in events will be used for a few year-end milestone programs. Vehicles will be separated 
by a minimum of two metres. Windows and sunroofs may be open, but doors and trunks are to 
remain closed. Only participants from the same household may occupy the same vehicle. 
Participants are to remain in their vehicles or to stand outside on the left side of their vehicle. 
Participants must maintain physical distancing of at least two metres when outside the vehicle. 
 
 
   

Library 
Returning Materials: 
The Kaufman Silverberg Library remains closed and is collecting loaned materials throughout 
the month of June. Please be sure to round up your books and other borrowed materials. There 
is a bin available inside the main school doors for drop off. You do not need to make an 
appointment to drop off books. However, you may not come into the school doors if you are 
sick or do not pass the COVID-19 screening for entry.  

  

 
 

Procedures for Student/Staff Onsite 
Illness 

Protocols for Onsite Illness: 
The school follows all guidelines of Manitoba Health. Anyone who develops symptoms of 
COVID-19 during the day will be isolated in a room until they leave the school. They will be 
given a mask. Students will be supervised by a staff member wearing appropriate protective 
equipment. The room will be disinfected once the person has left. Anyone with symptoms will 
not be allowed to enter our school buildings for 14 days after being symptom-free.  
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Appendix A - Letter to Families – May 21, 2020 
Dear Families: 

  

By now you have likely learned of Premier Brian Pallister’s announcement this morning regarding 

Manitoba’s draft plan for the continuation of remote learning and the re-opening of school 

buildings for staff and specific programs. 

 

As part of Phase Two of the draft "Restoring Safe Services" plan, limited access to Manitoba 

schools is now possible starting June 1, as long as physical distancing and other safety 

protocols can be maintained. 

 

While we are not returning to “business as usual” quite yet, we are now able to explore opportunities 

to safely welcome our students back to their “home away from home.” Gray Away remote learning 

will continue, as in-class learning remains suspended for this school year. 

 

Over the coming days, our leadership team will be working together with our staff to look at 

possibilities for small groups of students to be in our building on a voluntary and occasional 

basis, with strict adherence to provincial guidelines. While we do not have all the answers today, we 

will keep our families informed every step of the way. 

  

Here’s what you need to know today: 

• The health and safety of our students, staff and families remain our most important 

priorities. 

• We will continue to make our decisions and formulate plans based on guidelines from the 

Province and Dr. Roussin. 

• We are not opening for classes. In accordance with provincial guidelines, in-school classes 

remain suspended at all schools in Manitoba. 

• We are permitted to welcome students into the building (and to our outdoor spaces) for 

group activities, one-on-one meetings with teachers and staff, exams, and other 

assessments. 

• The Gray Away schedule remains in place for all grades for the remainder of the school 

year. 
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• We are working with staff at the Asper Jewish Community Campus and external vendors to 

ensure we have all necessary protocols in place, including sanitization, safety signage, 

protective equipment, etc. 

• We will only open our doors when we are 100 per cent confident that we can meet all 

provincial expectations for protecting the health and safety of our school community. 

You can look forward to more information next week, with details specific to your child(ren). In the 
meantime, stay healthy, stay safe and get ready to wind down the school year on a positive note. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lori Binder 
Head of School and CEO 
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Appendix B - Letter to Families May 28, 2020 
 

Dear Families: 

  

Thank you all, once again, for your continued support and thoughtful feedback over these past few 

months. The strength of our Gray Academy community during Gray Away has provided important 

stability and connection for our students during these challenging times. 

 

As a follow up to my communication of May 21, Premier Brian Pallister announced yesterday that 

plans are now finalized for Phase 2 of Manitoba's Restoring Safe Services plan. Phase 2 goes into 

effect officially on June 1. 

 

As outlined in Phase 2, classroom learning in Manitoba remains suspended for the remainder 

of the school year. Schools will now be open for staff and for limited use for students, where 

physical distancing and public health orders can be followed. 

  

Here is what you can expect at Gray Academy specifically: 

 

Gray Away 

• Remote learning in Gray Away will continue. 

• When Gray Away winds down, our focus will shift to assessment, reporting and transition 

planning for the 2020-2021 school year. 

• The last day for Gray Away in high school is June 12 (exams June 15-19). 

• The last day for Gray Away for JK to Grade 6 is June 19. 

Opportunities for Students 

• Throughout June, one program opportunity will be scheduled for each grade to give 

students a meaningful visit in school with their teachers and peers within public health 

guidelines. 

• These programs will be voluntary for students and we will be sharing the schedule with 

you early next week. 

• When a program is taking place for a specific grade, Gray Away will pause for that grade. 

https://grayacademy.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e1c4ba44aaf14170a7b47e6c3&id=6ea71233b0&e=7303497cf5
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• The school will also be open for individual, pre-scheduled meetings with students 

initiated by a teacher or student. 

Milestone events 

• Our milestone events are an important part of the Gray Academy experience. 

• Our staff have been busy re-envisioning plans for many of the year-end milestone events. 

• Details will be shared early next week. 

Health and safety 

• The safety of students, teachers, staff and families remains paramount. 

• All this week, we have been busy preparing the school to ensure all public health protocols 

are in place. 

• We will continue to follow COVID-19 physical distancing and cleaning protocols, as well 

as the government re-entry guidelines for limited use of schools. 

Please remember: 

• Students and parents may come to school by invitation or appointment only. 

• Anyone feeling unwell must stay home; this includes children, parents and staff. 

• Physical distancing protocols will be in place at all times 

We will share further details next week to help you plan through to the end of the school year. 
 
I wish you all a wonderful Shavuot and a great weekend. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lori Binder 
Head of School and CEO 
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Appendix C - Signage in the Building 
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Appendix D - Survival of COVID-19 on 
Surfaces 

Source: The New England Journal of Medicine/The Lancet 
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